Background. Accurate prediction of the onset of increased influenza activity in a healthcare setting can allow for optimal use of enhanced prevention activities. The ALERT (Above Local Elevated Respiratory Illness Threshold) algorithm, described by Reich et al. (2015) , utilizes historical weekly case counts of laboratory-confirmed influenza infections to set a trigger point of cases/week that anticipates elevated disease incidence. This can then be used in real-time, during subsequent influenza seasons, for initiation of enhanced prevention, including masking by nonvaccinated healthcare workers.
Methods. Historical data collected from UnityPoint Health-Des Moines (3-hospital, 800-bed system), between 2011 and 2014, was analyzed using the ALERT method (Reich et al. 2015) to set a threshold number of diagnosed influenza cases per week to predict the start of the influenza season. Each following year the threshold was re-analyzed, adding the most recent year's data to the historical data set. Our goal was to capture at least 80% of influenza cases within our "ALERT period, " without prolonging the duration of heightened prevention efforts.
Results. For the initial year of real-time application (2015) (2016) , the threshold was defined as seven cases. In subsequent years, the threshold was 5. Compared with the 3 years prior, use of the ALERT method resulted in more accurate and consistent identification of the influenza season, including anticipating the increase in cases and defining the total duration of the season. Conclusion. The ALERT method utilizes health system specific historical data to more precisely define the period of high influenza incidence allowing for focused utilization of enhanced measures to prevent transmission. This results in a safer environment, optimal use of resources and improved employee and patient satisfaction.
Disclosures. All authors: No reported disclosures. Background. Multidrug-resistant Acinetobacter baumanii (MDR-AB) has emerged globally as a significant pathogen in hospitals. During 2010, our hospital experienced an increase of MDR-AB in Adult intensive care unit (ICU). Our adult ICU is consists of 10 acute care beds. The hospital is a tertiary institution located in Eastern region of Saudi Arabia. Multidisciplinary team was formed to implement and determine the effect of multifaceted strategies in controlling MDR-AB.
Multifaceted Infection Control Strategies to Control Multidrug-Resistant
Methods. Active surveillance culture (ASC) was initiated to determine the prevalence rate of MDR-AB per 1,000 patient-days (PD). Using ASC, which was done during admission in ICU, after 48 hours of admission and every week for all patients if there is a positive MDR-AB case, acquisition rate of MDR-AB was calculated per 1,000 PD.
Average daily colonization pressure was also monitored. In addition, a multifaceted infection control strategies were carried out. These include hand hygiene, contact isolation, cohorting of patients, Chlorhexidine bath, and environmental cleaning and disinfection. Compliance with hand hygiene was observed using direct observation method. We use the Fluorescent Gel Method for evaluating the thoroughness of disinfection and cleaning for environmental surfaces.
Results. Hand hygiene compliance of HCWs initially was 89%, in 2017 was increased to 98%. Daily Chlorhexidine bath was adopted for all patients in ICU. Initially, the compliance for thoroughness of disinfection and cleaning is 84.6% it was increased to 92% in 2013-2017. Prevalence rate of MDR-AB was 20.7/1,000 PD in 2010, it was decreased by 50% in 2011-2012. In 2017, declined to 0.9/1,000 PD. MDR-AB acquisition rate was 11.8/1,000 PD in 2010, it was decreased by 57% in 2011-2012. In 2017, dropped to 0.6/1,000 PD. Average daily colonization pressure was 0.21 in 2010. In 2011-2012, it was decreased by 31%. In 2017, it was reduced to 0.02. Death rate among MDR-AB patient in 2010 was 25.7%. It was decreased to 14% in 2011-2012. In 2017, an enormous drop to 0% was achieved.
Conclusion. Implementing these multifaceted strategies help in controlling MDR-AB in our hospital. The commitment and adherence of the HCW to all infection control strategies are essential in sustaining low prevalence rate and acquisition rate of MDR-AB.
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